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28 February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 

COVID-19 Update 2022 – No. 4 (as at 28 February 2022) 
 
Thank you for your continuing understanding and support of the College’s efforts to maintain 
a healthy school as we continue to navigate the ever-changing COVID-19 landscape. 
 
As we commence Week 5 of the Term, I write to provide an update about the current COVID-
19 testing and isolation advice for schools and how you will be informed if a member of staff 
or a student is diagnosed as COVID-19 positive.  
 
[1] Close Contact Definitions in a School Setting 
[2] Notification of a positive COVID-19 case with no school exposure 
[3] Child Identified as a Close Contact of a COVID-19 Positive Case 
[4] Status of Siblings of Close Contacts and their Attendance at School 
[5] Requirements for Confirmation from Parents who have Children that have returned a       
       Negative COVID Test after Isolation 
[6] Advising the College  
[7] College Response to COVID-19 High Caseload Arrangements 
 
 
[1] CLOSE CONTACT DEFINITIONS IN A SCHOOL SETTING  
 
Close contacts are identified as follows:  
 

• A household member of a person with COVID-19 who has had contact with them during 
their infectious period; or  

• Someone who has had close contact with a person in their infectious period, including:  
o At least 15 minutes face-to-face contact where a mask was not worn by the 

exposed person and the person with COVID-19;  
o Greater than two hours within a small indoor space or classroom environment, 

where masks have been removed for this period by the exposed person and the 
person with COVID-19 (note: others wearing masks in this scenario would not be a 
contact);  

o Someone who is directed by WA Health that they are a close contact.  
 
The Department of Health (WA Health) has provided these definitions due to the many 
mitigating strategies which are in place in schools, including limiting the mixing of year groups 
and mandated mask requirements – noting that students in Years 3 -6 are now strongly 
encouraged to wear masks while in class. 
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At the present time the advice remains the same for all schools both primary and secondary. 
The mixing of year groups/levels on site should be minimised wherever possible. 
 
[2] NOTIFICATION OF A POSITIVE COVID-19 CASE WITH NO SCHOOL EXPOSURE 
 
The College may receive information that a member of our community has tested positive for 
COVID-19, but it was determined that there was no possible exposure at school as they were 
not in attendance while infectious.  As such, WA Health will confirm that there were no close 
contacts at our school and our community advised accordingly. 
 
[3] CHILD IDENTIFIED AS A CLOSE CONTACT OF A COVID-19 POSITIVE CASE  
 
WA Health has provided the attached documents setting out a series of FAQs for all parents 
and caregivers and testing and isolation advice for schools. These documents outline 
important information regarding children who have or may be identified as a close contact of 
a person who has been diagnosed with COVID-19.  
 
Please review this information carefully, even if your child has not been identified as a close 
contact. 
 
[4] STATUS OF SIBLINGS OF CLOSE CONTACTS AND THEIR ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL  
 
Only close contacts of a positive case need to self-quarantine.  
 
Siblings of close contacts can still attend school if the close contact is able to isolate away 
from the rest of the household. The family needs to ensure they take extra precautions and 
have no interaction with the close contact. Where the close contact is too young to self-isolate, 
only parents can mirror quarantine (whereby one parent isolates with the close contact and 
the other parent remains with the rest of the household – where the residence allows for this).  
 
If it is not possible for a sibling of a close contact who is isolating at home to not come into 
contact with the sibling who is isolating, he or she is also not to attend school for the period of 
isolation.  
 
If the close contact becomes positive, then those in isolation with the close contact must get 
tested and isolate as per instructions from WA Health. 
 
[5] REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFIRMATION FROM PARENTS WHO HAVE CHILDREN THAT 
HAVE RETURNED A NEGATIVE COVID TEST AFTER ISOLATION. 
 
WA Health requires that persons isolating return a negative PCR or RAT prior to the end of 
their quarantine period.   
 
Prior to a student returning to school after a period of isolation, parents are required to 
confirm with the College that their child has met the requirements of WA Health.  This 
confirmation can be provided by: 
 
 



 

• Sending the College a copy of the negative test result noting that this information will be 
handled in line with CEWA privacy protocols. 

• Providing a written statement of confirmation of your child’s negative test.  
(Currently either of these can be forward via email to admin@ufcc.wa.edu.au ).  

• Informing either the Principal, Vice Principal or Head of School during a pastoral 
conversation. 

 
[6] ADVISING THE COLLEGE 
 
It is very important that you inform the College if your child or a family member are considered 
close contacts or are being tested for COVID. Please provide this information via the following 
email: admin@ufcc.wa.edu.au. 
 
To date, I have been very appreciative of those parents who have contacted the College to 
discuss their family circumstances.  This has been motivated by a genuine desire to ensure 
the safety and wellbeing of all in our school community. 
 
[7] COLLEGE RESPONSE TO COVID-19 HIGH CASELOAD ARRANGEMENTS 
 
If either a member of staff or a student on either campus returns a positive COVID-19 test, the 
College will either be notified by WA Health, the staff member or by the student’s parent.  In 
response it is anticipated that the following steps will be enacted in consultation with WA 
Health and Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA): 
 

• Step 1: Information provided to staff. 
 

• Step 2: An initial brief SMS or SEQTA message will be sent to parents of the students 
initially identified as potential close contacts and advised that a more detailed 
communication will be sent via SEQTA.  This communique will include, if necessary, 
arrangements about the early collection of students from the College  
 

• Step 3: An initial brief SMS or SEQTA message will be sent to all parents. 
 

• Step 4: Following advice from WA Health, teachers will notify and reassure students (in 
an age-appropriate manner) who may be required to isolate. 
 

• Step 5: Following advice from WA Health, teachers will notify and reassure students (in 
an age-appropriate manner) who will not be required to isolate. 
 

• Step 6: A more detailed letter will be sent via SEQTA to parents of the students initially 
identified as potential close contacts. 
 

• Step 7: A more detailed letter will be sent via SEQTA to all parents. 
 

• Step 8: Information regarding the College Learning Continuity Strategy for students in 
isolation will be forwarded by Heads of Schools. 

 
(These Steps are intended as a guide and may need to be adapted due to changing or 
unforeseen circumstances).  
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THANK YOU  
 
Thank you for your ongoing patience and understanding as we continue to venture into the 
unknown together.  Our aim remains firmly on the provision of a healthy, safe, and stable 
learning environment for our students and continue to work strongly in partnership with you 
in doing so. 
 
As always, if you have any queries regarding your child, please contact the College. If you have 
health concerns, please contact WA Health on 1300 316 555 or at 
PHOpsClinical@health.wa.edu.au . 
 
With regards and prayerful best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Geoff Mills 
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