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17 August 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE (as at 17 August 2020) 
 
As we approach the mid-point of Term Three, I write to provide an update to the Frayne family 
about the following: 
 
[1] Duncan Street Inter-Cluster Athletics Carnival 
[2] Maintaining Vigilance 
[3] College Events/Functions 
[4] Student Attendance 
 
[1] DUNCAN STREET CAMPUS INTER-CLUSTER ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
Tuesday 18 August is a compulsory school day as the Duncan Street Inter-Cluster Athletics 
Carnival is part of the College’s educational program.  Whilst the vast majority of students are 
exemplary in their adherence to this requirement, it is disappointing to note that sometimes 
a number of students do not meet their obligations in relation to attendance and participation 
in some major school activities and have been absent.  They then try to persuade parents that 
“everyone else is doing the same” or “It’s only the Athletics Carnival” and put on pressure at 
home “for a note”.  Clearly this is against developing a sound work ethic, shows a lack of 
commitment and could be seen to encourage dishonesty. 
 
I am writing to ask for parental support in ensuring that students are in attendance on this day 
and to thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
[2] MAINTAINING VIGILANCE 
  
I write to express my appreciation to all members of the College community for continuing to 
work collaboratively to maintain a healthy school environment and to encourage our efforts 
so as to maintain our vigilance and not become complacent. 
 
All members of the school community must continue to practice good personal hygiene to 
better protect themselves and the general health of society.  Maintaining good hygiene 
through hand washing, coughing/sneezing etiquette and appropriate physical distancing will 
help to keep Frayne as safe as we can during Phase 4 of the WA Roadmap to Recovery. 
 
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) continues to note that there is 
very limited evidence of transmission between children in the school environment, resulting 
in a relaxing of the physical distancing requirements between students.  However, adults in 
schools need to continue to keep up physical distancing of 1.5 metres where possible.  
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Parents, staff and students need to stay at home when sick and consult with a medical 
practitioner if an illness persists or they exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.  
 
[3] COLLEGE EVENTS/FUNCTIONS 
 
Gathering limits are now only determined by WA's reduced two square metres per person rule. 
This measurement is specifically for determining the capacity of venues where adults are 
present.  The College continues to review and to modify College events and functions to ensure 
compliance with Phase 4 requirements.   
 
[4] STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 
This year has been like no other resulting in a period of remote learning for students and the 
disruption to employment for many parents/carers.  Despite the impact to various aspects of 
our lives as a consequence of the pandemic, the requirements in relation to compulsory school 
attendance for students remain.  As such, I believe it timely to provide a general reminder 
about the importance of regular school attendance and the need for families to carefully 
consider the implications when submitting an application to remove students from the 
College program for an extended period of time. 
 
Under Western Australian law, unless a written arrangement, endorsed by the Principal, has 
been entered into for a student, parents/guardians must send their children to school unless: 

• they are unwell  

• they have an infectious disease 

• the Principal is provided with a genuine and acceptable reason 
 
Despite the impact of COVID-19, it is vital that holidays are planned to occur during school 
holidays and not during the term. Any absence deemed to be taken at the discretion of the 
family (e.g. holidays) – where there is a choice in the matter – is considered a ‘noted absence’.  
Such leave is neither an accepted nor endorsed absence and should therefore be avoided as a 
reason for absenteeism from school.   
 
Each situation has to be considered on its merits because it is impossible to legislate for every 
eventuality, especially during the current pandemic. As such, any student seeking an extended 
absence from the College requires Principal determination via the following process: 
 

1. Parents or guardians who need to take a student out of school for an extended period 
of time (generally three or more days) during school term are required to apply to the 
Principal by email (admin@ufcc.wa.edu.au), or in writing, at least four (4) weeks prior 
to the intended absence.   

2. Parents/guardians need to indicate the dates, duration and reason for leave and have 
it noted prior to the leave being taken.   

3. Any family unable to fulfil these requirements will need to meet with either the 
Principal or the Vice Principal. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
BEST WISHES 
 
May we continue to remember our frontline healthcare workers as well as our elected and 
designated leaders whose dedication and commitment to keep us all safe in these challenging 
times is immeasurable.  We see God's goodness manifested in them and through their actions 
and trust that they remain safe, healthy and resilient at all times. 
 
Our faith reminds us that our God is not socially distant.  He longs to hear our prayers and 
answer them.  We may not always understand the larger picture of how he works - but he will 
not abandon us.  Let us remember to pray for our world, our nation, our leaders, our health 
care workers, our community and our families.  We have the confidence to pray to our 
heavenly Father, because Christ through his resurrection brought hope to the world so that 
we may be people of hope in the world.  
 
The ongoing support of our Frayne community is greatly appreciated.  If you have any queries 
or concerns, do not hesitate to contact your child's Class/Form Teacher or the relevant Head 
of School. 
 
With regards and best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Geoff Mills 
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